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Below are descriptions and links for pending legislation impacting mental and behavioral health. Please take a moment to contact your legislators to thank them for sponsoring these bills and to support the legislation that matters to YOU! Your voice matters!

 Click here to find your legislator!
 
Senate Bill 1218 (PN 1745) would amend the Mental Health and Intellectual Disability Act of 1966 mandating the Department of Human Services to develop standardized mental health crisis intervention and emergency services training for county mental health and intellectual disability administrators and designated representatives. Representatives are individuals whose duties include intake, screening, assessment, review, assistance or referral for voluntary and involuntary crisis and emergency services. The Senate Public Health and Welfare Committee has considered the bill twice and it is now in Appropriations. During the initial consideration by the committee, Chairman Pat Vance (R-31) stated that DHS in conjunction with the county administrators would create the standards.
 
Senate Bill 1279 (PN 1859) would suspend Medical Assistance benefits rather than terminate them for enrolled individuals who become incarcerated. Senator Vance (R-31) and Kitchen (D-3) introduced the bill on June 2, which was referred to the Public Health and Welfare Committee.
 
House Bill 2028 (PN 3608) would establish the Psychiatric Oversight Act to address psychiatric supervision requirements in outpatient psychiatric clinics. Representative Pickett (R-110) introduced the legislation in an effort to meet growing demand and to take into account all prescribing professionals. The bill does not reflect the draft outpatient regulations under final review in the Department of Human Services.
 
Senate Bill 1326 (PN 1948) would provide five additional points in grading Civil Service examinations to individuals who voluntarily disclose and provide documentation of having a disability as defined in the Pennsylvania Human Relations Act. The bill was referred to State Government Committee on June 20.
 
House Bill 2173 (PN 3566) was introduced by Representative Murt (R-152) in an effort to strengthen enforcement of the Mental Health Parity and Addictions Equity Act of 2008 passed by Congress. The bill is now in the Insurance Committee.
 
House Bill 2211 (PN 3606), introduced by Representatives Baker (R-68) and Fabrizio (R-2) on June 22, would extend annual assessment 
 in the Human Services Code and place the eHealth Partnership program 
under the Department of Human Services. The annual a
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ssessments for nursing home,Philadelphia hospitals and Inter
mediate Care Facilities all expire June 30, 2016. The Pennsylvania eHealth Partnership is a current initiative intended to enable the secure exchange of electronic health information. The bill in in the Health Committee.
 
CONGRESSIONAL MENTAL HEALTH REFORM MOVES IN HOUSE
 
During the course of the past year, the House Energy and Commerce Committee has heavily debated the Helping Families in Mental Health Crisis Act (HR 2646). The committee dramatically changed the original proposal introduced by Representative Tim Murphy (R-PA). Some notable changes include creating an incentive rather than a mandate Assisted Outpatient Treatment and removal of changes regarding sharing of patient information. The current bill looks similar to the S. 2680, Mental Health Reform Act of 2016, in the Senate.
 
CONGRESSIONAL BILL TO EXPAND CHILD WELFARE SCOPE TO INCLUDE NEW SERVICES
 
This month the House passed H.R. 5456, Family First Prevention Services Act of 2016. The bill would expand funding for earlier intervention and family services to keep children safely supported at home with their family. Federal child welfare funding under Title IV E and B of the Social Security Act could pay for mental health, substance abuse, parenting programs and prevention services. The Senate has a comparable bill championed by Finance Chairman Hatch (R-UT) and Ron Wyden (D-OR).
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